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Saturday, PANEL: NEW TECHNIQUES IN NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY — 
December 26 including a showing of slow motion color film, 3-D color 
2:00 p.m., 


Bradford Suite, 
Hotel 


slides and equipment. 


. "The Camera Gun,” RICHARD BORDEN, Borden Productions, 


Governor Boston, Massachusetts. 
. "Nature Photography at High Speed with Stroboscopic Flash,” 
Roger Tory HENRY B. KANE, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Peterson, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
“Wildlife Photography for Youth,” TORREY JACKSON and 
DAVID TUCKER, Marblehead, Massachusetts. 
3-D Photography as a Nature Study Aid,” G. BLAKE JOHN- 
SON, Framingham Center, Massachusetts. 
Another of our number, after ex- Sundae . "The Boy Scout's New Nature Study Program,” TED S. PETIT, 
tending his influence throughout the December 27 Boy Scouts of America, New York City. 
nation, retires from his “formal” teach- 10:00 a.m. 
ing career. Bradford Suite, “Field Trips, the Key to Nature Study,” CHARLES MOHR, 
Hanor Webb taught forty-seven years, Governor Director, Audubon Nature Center, Greenwich, Connecticut. 
"Nature Activities in a Children’s Museum,” MIRRIAM E. 
and married in Tennessee, he refutes the DICKEY, Department of Education, The Children’s Museum, 
old adage: “A prophet is not without Richard W. Boston, Massachusetts. 
honor save in his own country.” His Westwood, 
academic training included work at the Presiding . "The Trailside Museum — Its Development, Use and Unique 
University of Nashville, University of Problems,” ALVAH W. SANBORN, Director, Pleasant Valley 
Chicago and George Peabody College for Wildlife Sanctuary, Lenox, Massachusetts. 
Teachers. Hanor Webb has taught all 
areas of science at both the high school 2:00 p.m., THEME: REACHING THE LARGER PUBLIC WITH 
and college levels. For twenty years he . Bradford Suite NATURE STUDY 
edited Current Science, a publication Hotel . ‘Observations of a Traveler’’— Nature Study in the New World 
which encouraged teachers and students  Sevemnar and the Old, ROGER TORY PETERSON, Glen Echo, Md. 


in scientific research and independent in- 
vestigations. Many science teachers and 
libraries still treasure complete files of 
Current Science for the period 1927-1947 
-—the years which mark the editor-ship 
of Hanor A. Webb. 

When progress in science education 
was in the offing he seemed to be close 
at hand. On February 28, 1938, at the 
fourth annual Georgia Progress Day at 
continued on page 2, column 1 


E. Laurence 
Palmer, 
Presiding 


.'T.V. is Worth the Agony’— The Boston Museum of Science 


TV Program, NORMAN D. HARRIS, Director of Education, 
Museum of Science, Boston, Massachusetts. 


. "Wildlife on the Air'’— The National Audubon Society's Radio 


and TV Programs, REA KING, National Audubon Society, New 
York City. 


4. Editor Looks at Nature Study and Conservation,” RICHARD 


WESTWOOD, Nature Magazine, Washington, D. C. 
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Late Again 

This delightfully balmy Florida weather 
could be responsible for the June issue 
appearing in October. But it is not. The 
First Annual Science Camp at Florida 
State University could be used as an 
excuse. For, after all, your editor spent 
24 hours a day — 18 in actual work and 
six in restless sleep — for three months 
directing the project. But the true reason 
for the delay was Jack of copy. ANSS 
members lead an active life —no time 
left to write your editor. 

Our president, after spending the 
summer zigzagging halfway around the 
world, (I have measured it on my world 
map) came through “in the pinch.” As 
a result, you have the program of the 
annual meeting of ANSS more than two 
months in advance: The program is a 
real “‘corker.” It should encourage a big 
attendance. 

I want to see each of you in Boston, 
December 26-30. 1 hope to get enough 
copy at the meeting to last a full year. 


Hanor A. Webb Retires 


continued from page 1 


Georgia Teachers College, E. Laurence 
Palmer and Hanor A. Webb were the 
featured speakers. Dr. Webb chose as his 
topic: ““Anaemic Science — Its Cause and 
Cure.” Through his many activities — 
teaching, writing, advising — he has en- 
couraged others to go forth and preach 
the gospel of red -blooded science 
education. 

On reading a list of his activities, one 
wonders how so much could have been 
crowded into so few years. His writings 
have included science guides, textbooks, 
encyclopedias, and numerous magazine 
articles. His influence has been greatly 
extended through leadership in many 
science organizations: chairman of the 
Division of Science Instruction, National 
Education Association, 1926; president 
of the National Association for Research 
in Science Teaching, 1937; President 
Tennessee Academy of Science, 1946; 
Chairman Nashville Section, American 
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June, 1953 


Summer Activities 


of ANSS President 


Roger Tory Peterson has recently re- 
turned from “'a field trip to end all field 
trips.” Along with his English colleague, 
James Fisher, he covered 30,000 miles of 
the American continent. This remarkable 
trip began on April 10 in Newfound- 
land and continued to the Yukon Delta 
and the Pribilofs by way of the Florida 
Keys and tropical Mexico. ANSS mem- 
bers can look forward to a trip to Alaska 
by color film at the annual ANSS dinner. 


American Nature Study Society Annual Meeting 
Dec. 27, 8:00 p.m. 


Roger Tory 


( continued ) 


Peterson, Presiding ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ANSS 
ANNUAL SHOWING OF KODACHROMES, ANSS 


Bradford Suite 
8:30 p.m., 


Monday, 
December 28 
2:00 p.m., 
Bradford Suite, 
Hotel 
Governor 


Bradford 


Russell Mason, 
Executive 
Director 
Massachusetts 
Audubon 
Society, 
Presiding 


Tuesday, 
December 29 
2:00 p.m., 
Bradford Suite, 
Governor 
Hotel 
Bradford 


Charles E. Mohr, 
Audubon 
Center, 
Presiding 


Wednesday, 
December 30 
9:00 a.m.; 
Lobby of 
Hotel 
Governor 


Bradford 


Russell Mason, 
Chairman 


PANEL: 


“A Wildlife Sanctuary — for 


AN APPROACH TO NATURE EDUCATION FOR 
EVERYONE, presented by the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society 


“Nature Education for Nature Leadership’’— demonstration of 


techniques used in the bi-weekly teaching program conducted by 
the Society in 400 elementary school classes. PHOEBE ARNOLD, 
Assistant in Education, Massachusetts Audubon Society. 


“Adult Education for Nature Leadership’ — techniques for field 


trips, campouts, and leader's workshop. JOHN BRAINERD, 
Springfield College, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Education and Conservation,” 
EDWIN A. MASON, Director, Acadia Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Northampton, Massachusetts. 


“Using Public Information Channels for Nature Education,” MRS. 


WILLIAM V. GRIMES, JR., Director Public Relations, Massa- 
chusetts Audubon Society; Associate Director, Wildwood Nature 
Camps. 


SyMposiuM: SOME PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF 
ECOLOGY 
1. "The Study of Habitats as a Method of Teaching Nature and 


Conservation,” WILLIAM N. NIERLING, Connecticut College 
and Arboretum, New London, Connecticut. 


“Improving Conditions for Wildlife,’ DURWARD L. ALLEN, 


Patusent Research Refuge, Laurel, Maryland. 


“Development of a Comprehensive Watershed Plan,” ELMER R. 


FOSTER, Connecticut River Watershed Council, Inc., Greenfield, 
Massachusetts. 


“The Selection of Natural Areas Worthy of Permanent Protection,” 


GEORGE B. FELL, The Nature Conservancy, Washington, D. C. 


‘Maintaining Roadside Rights of Way and Other Cleared Areas,” 


FRANK E. EGLER, Aton Forest, Norfolk, Connecticut. 


DEPARTURE OF JOINT FIELD TRIP — sponsored by ANSS 


and NABT 


Will leave from entrance of Hotel Governor Bradford. Trip to 
Newburyport (mouth of Merrimac River) including visit to 
Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary of Massachusetts Audubon 
Society. Open to all interested persons. Cost per person, $5.00, 
includes transportation by bus and lunch. Reservations must be 
in by noon Tuesday, December 29. Mail reservations to Russell 
Mason, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 Newbury Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


LEADERS: Ruth Emery, Mrs. William V. Grimes, Jr., Russell Mason, 


Charles Mohr, E. Laurence Palmer, Roger Tory Peterson, William 
G. Vinal, Richard L. Weaver. 


June, 1953 


A Practical Classroom 
Demonstration of . 


Soil Erosion 
CHARLES STANNAGE THOMAS 

Conservation today is a must! No 
longer can we as a people exploit new 
and unlimited resources. Instead, we 
must direct our energy toward develop- 
ing, maintaining and_ utilizing our 
natural resources to their full advantage 
for the entire nation for the greatest 
extent of time possible. 

Erosion control, for example, must be 
known to the city dweller as well as to 
the rural farmer. For, if large urban 
water supplies were diminished, countless 
thousands of city folk would be in 
economic straits. 

One way in which the average citizen 
can be made aware of such a need is by 
pertinent conservation education. Con- 
servation education in the classroom need 
not be a compilation of statistics and 
data; through the resources of adequate 
teaching it can be an enlightening and 
arousing experience. 

Imaginative demonstrations added to 
field experiences can supply a class with 
much food for thought. It is the aim of 
the author to present such a practical 
demonstration, one that may be used in 
urban and rural school systems with equal 
effectiveness. 

The materials needed for such a 
demonstration are: 

1. Six paper plates 8” or 10” in diame- 
ter — the larger the better. 

2. Six coke bottles filled with equal 

amounts of water and an adaptable 

sprinkler for simulating a rain. 

A pencil. 

Bits of sod. 

Twigs and other leafy material. 

e.g. pine, yew, hemlock, cherry, birch, 

dried goldenrod, or Japanese barberry. 

6. Leaf mold and other organic material. 

7. One 7” pot for measuring soil. 

8. Six or seven 7” pots filled with a 
half sand half loam mixture. 

Place one 7” pot full of the sand- 
loam mixture on each of the six paper 

lates. This serves as the basic plot of 
land. Shape this soil to form a rounded 
hill. 

With the pencil make rows of furrows 
running from the top of the hill to the 
foot on plate No. 1. With plate No. 2 
make contour rows of furrows. On plate 
No. 3 use bits of pine needles and grass 
in concentric rings to represent strip 
farming. For plate No. 4 use bits of sod 
to form terraces. On plate No. 5 place 
a cover of sod. Have plate No. 6 repre- 
sent a deciduous forest by first sprinkling 
the leaf mold over the dirt and then in- 
serting the twigs of pine, hemlock, yew, 

continued on page 4 
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Book Reviews 
HELEN Ross 
Exploring Nature With Your Child. 
Dorothy Edwards Shuttesworth. Grey- 


stone Press, 100 Sixth Ave., N. Y. 13, 
N. Y. $3.95. 


This book covers vertebrates and inver- 
tebrates, plants, planets, stars and 
weather. The information is scientifically 
accurate yet devoid of technical detail. 

Folk lore and explanations of supersti- 
tions are included in the book. Theories 
and hypotheses are described by such 
terms as “today we believe,” “i 
be” and “‘as nearly as we know.”’ General 
descriptions are clearly general; specific 
descriptions are specific. When Mrs. 
Shuttesworth says “family” she means 
family. For larger classifications she uses 
the word “group.” 

Not only does the book give the 
answers to children’s questions but it in- 
cludes a wealth of activities on many 
topics—keeping pets, making collections, 
aquariums, terrariums, leaf prints, charts 
and tracking. Precautions, attitudes, con- 
servation are well covered. City and rural 
nature study are equally developed. Wild 
animals take their place along with 
domestic animals, pets and zoo animals. 
Vegetables, weeds and trees share honors. 

The book is designed for parents. My 
experience has shown that grandparents 
and teachers can also use it with profit. 
In fact anyone who contacts children 
should find this book a delightful and 
useful addition to their library. 


The Camp Program Book. Catherine 
T. Hammett, Virginia Musselman. Asso- 
ciation Press, 291 Broadway N. Y. 7, 
N. Y. 1951. $5.00. 


The camp director — the program 
director — the individual counselor—the 
young counselor in training—will all find 
The Camp Program Book an excellent 
source of information and guidance. 

The book has a twin philosophy. It is 
designed to bring to the reader an under- 
standing of youngsters and their prob- 
lems and also to present the many possi- 
bilities of camping as an experience in 
living in the out-of-doors and of carry- 
ing on activities best suited to a camp 
setting. 

All the aspects of camp life are dealt 
with: living in the out-of-doors, camp- 
craft, camp housekeeping, fires, cooking; 
related program activities, arts and crafts, 
music, dramatics, games; special program 
events — rainy days, traditions, camp- 
fire programs, visitors’ days. Actual pro- 
gram examples are included. 

The bibliography follows the organi- 


continued on page 4 
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Western Division 


of ANSS Meets at 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


CATHERINE DUNLOP 


Western Division of American Nature 
Study Society met during the Pacific 
Division American Association for the 
Advancement of Science sessions held in 
Santa Barbara, California, June 15-20, 
1953. The program was arranged so that 
members could attend meetings of the 
Herpetologist League, Ecological Society 
and other groups. Of particular interest 
was the symposium: Ecology of Deer. 

ANSS meetings were planned by vice- 
president, Dick Miller. A Friday morn- 
ing bird walk conducted by Egmont Z. 
Rett of the Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History took the group to the 
bird refuge and to the beaches of Santa 
Barbara harbor yielding mostly shore and 
water birds. On Saturday morning Dr. 
Mary Erickson of the University of 
California at Santa Barbara conducted 
eight bird watchers, still able to arise 
early after the banquet and pictures, 
through the Botanic Gardens. More than 
30 birds were seen, heard, or their nests 
observed on each trip. 

At another meeting the nature study 
program of the Natural History museum 
was explained by Mrs. D. Irma Cooke 
and some interesting museum techniques 
were demonstrated by Mr. Rett. 

Mr. Robert Rose of the National Park 
Service, Dr. Calhoun of California De- 
partment of Fish and Game, and E. 
Laurence Palmer, National Wildlife Fed- 
eration Director of Conservation Educa- 
tion, participated in a discussion on 
Personnel Training and the Changing 
Requirements in Naturalist and Field 
Biologist Jobs. 

Dr. Palmer was also the banquet 
speaker Friday evening. He described 

continued on page 4 


Cruickshanks 
Move to Florida 


Allan and Helen Cruickshank are now 
living in their new home at Rockledge. 
Florida. On their one acre ‘‘plantation”’ 
they have: a shore front with a harbor, a 
tropical jungle, a citrus orchard, a banana 
grove, a guava thicket, a papaya plot and 
a lawn. One marvels that sufficient space 
is left for a house. They should be able 
to offer all migratory ‘wildlife’ the 
proper habitat. 

ANSS members should be on the look- 
out for two Cruickshank appearances: 
(1) Helen's contributions to SVE bird 
film strips, (2) Allan’s new bird guide 
which makes its appearance this month 
(October). 
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NEWS LETTER 


Western Division 
of ANSS Meets at 


Santa Barbara, Calif. 


continued from page 3 

some of his experiences in many years of 
work in the field of conservation and 
nature study and challenged us to meet 
some of the pressing problems in con- 
servation work today. The evening ended 
with a showing of Dr. Palmer's pictures 
of New Zealand and Arthur Nelson's 
pictures of Hawaiian plants. 

President Ruth Hopson conducted a 
brief business meeting at the breakfast 
following the second bird walk. The 
1953-54 officers elected are: 
President: Richard G. Miller, 

Beach State College, Long 

California. 

Vice-President: Kenneth Gordon, Oregon 

State College, Corvallis, Oregon. 
Secretary - Treasurer: Anna Pechanec, 

Clark College, Vancouver, Washington. 
Representative on the Council, Pacific 

Division AAAS: Arthur Nelson, San 

Francisco State College, San Francisco, 

California 

At the final meeting on new trends 
and new facilities in conservation educa- 
tion members exchanged experiences, 
techniques and viewpoints. The fellow- 
ship typical of ANSS meetings was 
strengthened further and all look for- 
ward to meeting in Pullman, Washing- 
ton, in 1954. 


Long 
Beach, 


A Practical Classroom 
Demonstration of 


Soil Erosion 


continued from page 3 
cherry, birch, goldenrod, and Japanese 
barberry. 

This preparatory work may be done 
by a committee of students who will give 
a report on what each plate represents. 

Next assign a student to sprinkle the 
first plate liberally with the entire con- 
tents of the first coke bottle. Do not 
proceed to the next plate until such ob- 
servations are made by the class as to 
reflect effects of soil erosion. Repeat this 
procedure with each of the plates in 
order. Have the class observe each plate 
carefully and then lead the class in a dis- 
cussion of erosion control and helpful 
farming practices. 

One further demonstration with this 
same equipment is to record the amount 
of water necessary to actually have erosion 
occur on such plates as terracing, cover 
crop, and deciduous forest. 

Certainly the keen minds of young- 
sters can be aroused and be made aware 
of these elementary procedures and 
techniques. 


Book Reviews 


continued from page 3 
zation of the book. It contains an excel- 
lent list of references though it is not 
annotated nor does it contain dates. The 
index is a great help in locating specific 
suggestions. 

This book would be an excellent addi- 
tion to any counselor's library, to any 
camp library and to any school which was 
carrying out a school camping program. 


A Pocket Guide to the Trees. Ruther- 
ford Platt. Pocket Books Inc., Rocker- 
feller Center, N. Y., 1952. 35 cents. 

This book was originally published 
under the title American Trees by Dodd 
Mead. It was probably a more appropri- 
ate title than A Pocket Guide to the Trees 
— How to Identify and Enjoy Them. 

Actually the leaf silhouettes in the 
back of the book do serve as a fairly 
usuable key to tree identification; and 
the sketches by Margaret Cosgrove which 
are scattered throughout the text are a 
helpful supplement to this. But on the 
whole the book lends itself more to ap- 
preciation of trees than to identification. 

The text is made up of descriptive bits 
about the trees, philosophy, tree histories, 
tree uses, and interesting little sidelights 
which are fun to know in any field of 
natural history. Many of the descriptions 
have a teleological slant. Unless you 
object vigorously to this—or tothe 
rather wordy philosophical passages—the 
book is a worthwhile addition to any 
nature library. In the Pocket Book edition 
the investment involved is so small that 
one gets more than his money's worth 
even though the book may be used for 
only occasional reference. It could be 
used by junior high school students. 

In addition to the leaf key, previously 
mentioned, keys are included for twigs, 
seeds, fruits, tree flowers and cones. 
Their use seems to be more limited than 
the leaf and evergreen needle keys. The 
book is indexed. 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 


State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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Peterson Bird Guide 


Due in January 


The Field Guide to the Birds of Britain 
and Europe which has taken much of 
Roger Peterson’s time for the past three 
years — including extensive field trips 
over Europe and Britain — comes off 
press January 20, 1954. It is being pub- 
lished simultaneously in six countries and 
five languages -— English, French, Dutch, 
German, and Swedish. 


New Regional Book 
Off Press 


Plants of Rocky Mountain National 
Park by Ruth Ashton Nelson. U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C., 1953. $1.00. 

This book is an answer to the need felt 
by those who visit unfamiliar territory 
and are curious about the plant life of 
the area. The keys, descriptions, use of 
common as well as scientific names, illus- 
trations and glossary make it a most 
useable book. It should be a mast on the 
book list of anyone visiting the area. 


Hanor A. Webb Retires 


continued from page 2 
Chemical Society, 1951—-Secretary, 1930- 
1936; Secretary National Science Teach- 
ers Association, 1946-1952; Director 
Southern Association of Science and In- 
dustry, 1941-1945; Vice-President 
National Council on Elementary Science ; 
Executive Committee, American Nature 
Study Society; Sponsor “Science Un- 
limited’” (local high school group), 
1950-1953. 

For the past forty years Hanor Webb 
has been a familiar, active figure at 
national, regional and state meetings. 
ANSS members hope his retirement af- 
fords more time for participation in the 
worthwhile program of the American 
Nature Study Society. 
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